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May 25, 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

THE PENSACOLA BIG GAME FISHING CLUB POSTPONES THE 40TH ANNUAL PENSACOLA INTERNATIONAL BILLFISH TOURNAMENT UNTIL NEXT YEAR.

For the first time in the 40 year history of the Pensacola International Billfish Tournament, it is with deep regret the Pensacola Big Game Fishing Club Board of Directors has decided to postpone the International until next year.

Due to the Deep Water Horizon oil spill & its uncertainties of the forecast to stop the oil leak, NOAA has a “closed fishery” in most of our prized blue water fishing areas.  With the uncertainties of possible future closures and no forecast of when these fishing grounds will be re-opened, the Pensacola Big Game Fishing Club felt that it was necessary to postpone this event.

The International, which was once dubbed as the “Worlds Largest Billfish Tournament”, has become a tradition for anglers & spectators from all over, as well as a tradition for the City of Pensacola & surrounding areas, on the 4th of July weekend since its inception in 1970.  This year was going to be a “Celebration of 40 Years” of one of the oldest fishing tournaments on the Gulf Coast, as well as one of the oldest traditions in Pensacola.
A message the Pensacola Big Game Fishing Club would like to send to the community & our sponsors is that we will continue in everyway possible to assist the scientific research to maintain the conservation of our natural resources with any means possible, to keep the fishery grounds off our beaches, some of the best in the world.

The Pensacola Big Game Fishing Club would like to send a special thank you to all the anglers, community & especially our sponsors who have made this event successful for 40 years.
It is also with deep regret that the Pensacola Big Game Fishing Club has decided to postpone the 32nd Annual Ladies Tournament and the 24th Annual Junior Anglers Tournament until next year.

For any questions please contact: 
Tournament Chairman: 

Kevin Sluder 850-324-4795 

buully48@yahoo.com 

Club President: 

Jeremy Creech 850-776-0057
jeremycreech@synovus.com

